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Association Collecting Pea Pack Statistics 

Owing to the fact that the Census Bureau is at present 
heavily burdened with work preparatory to the forthcoming 
decennial census, and that the canning industry desires prompt 
information on this year’s production of canned peas, the As- 
sociation has undertaken to collect the figures on the 1929 pack. 
Schedules on which to submit reports of their pack have been 
sent to all pea canners listed in the Canners Directory, with the 
request that the statistics be furnished at the earliest possible 
date. Already a considerable proportion of the pea canners have 
returned the schedules. 


The promptness with which the statistics on the total pack 
can be issued depends entirely on the cooperation of the canners 
in submitting their reports. Those who have not returned their 
schedules are urged to do so promptly. If any pea canner has 
failed to receive a schedule, he is asked to advise the Asssocia- 
tion at once in order that a schedule may be sent to him. 


Senate Takes Up Tariff Bill 

The Senate convened on September 4 and the tariff bill was 
formally reported by the Finance Committee. Through an un- 
derstanding reached by the party leaders, it was agreed that 
no votes with regard to the measure would be taken before Sep- 
tember 9. Instead of taking up first the schedules of rates on 
the various commodities, the Senate will probably give consid- 
eration to the administrative features, including the provisions 
relating to the tariff commission, method of valuation, etc. 
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Navy Asks Bids on Canned Applesauce 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on canned apple- 
sauce, to be opened October 15, 30,000 pounds for delivery at 
Boston, 42,000 pounds at Brooklyn, 82,000 pounds at Hampton 
Roads, and 120,000 pounds at Mare Island. Bidders are required 
to submit 12 sample cans to the Naval Supply Depot at 29th 
Street and Third Avenue, Brooklyn, in sufficient time to arrive 
prior to the time for opening bids. Copies of schedule No. 1661 
on which to submit bids may be obtained from the Bureau of 
Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Washington. 


Decrease Indicated in Strawberry Acreage Next Year 


On the basis of reports from the strawberry growers as to 
acreage planted and planned for the 1930 season, there will be 
a reduction in acreage of about 7 per cent in 1930, as compared 
with the previous year. In Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, where about one-fourth the total commercial straw- 
berry crop is grown, and where the marketing problem has been 
most difficult because of heavy production and light financial re- 
turns per acre, it is indicated that there will be a reduction of 20 
per cent in acreage. 


The following table summarizes the acreage, yield per acre, 
production, price, and farm value of the commercial strawberry 
crop in 1929, as compared to the two previous years, and shows 
the indicated acreage for 1930: 


Second 
Karly early Intermediate Late 
Acreage: Acres Acres Acres Acres 
31,100 51.550 70,480 34,220 
53.110 65.100 
i200 54.130 40,950 


Yield per acre Quarts Quarts Quarts Vuarta 
1.126 1,881 1,575 
1,550 1,450 1,508 
1,638 1,689 1,701 


1,000 1,000 1,000 
Quarts Quarts Quarts 
35,015 110,861 

108,721 


1,000 1,000 1,000 

dollars dollars dollars 
7,780 13,336 15,718 10,577 
12,067 11,104 11,8738 9.824 
12,207 0,601 12,872 9,067 


§ 
f 
Total 
Acres 
191,250 
205,900 
197,160 
185,280 
Quarta 
1,678 
1.012 
1,687 
1,000 1,000 
Production: Quarts Quarts 
1929 (preliminary) ......... 70,496 332,680 
Price per quart: Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents 
23.2 15.8 14.2 14.5 148 
22.3 11.7 10.1 14.2 134 
19.8 10.9 11.8 142 13.5 
1,000 
Farm value: dollars 
47,41 
“4,087 


= 
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Truck Crop Markets 


The total carlot movement during the week ended August 
81 did not change much from the preceding week's record, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Market News Service. 


Grape shipments were averaging 200 or more cars daily, 
and nearly all of the supply was coming from California, though 
movement from the Ozark section of Arkansas and Missouri was 
fairly active. 

Peach shipments still averaged about 250 cars daily, with 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey in the East and California in the 
West as leading sources. Movement from Illinois was about 
finished. 

Cantaloupe movement was running around 165 cars each 
day, with Colorado alone furnishing about 125 cars daily. In 
fact, Colorado was the only important source by September. 
Bartlett pear shipments averaged 175 a day. Watermelons did 
not seem to meet a very active demand during late August. 


Most of the daily average of 125 cars of sweet potatoes 
originated in Atlantic Coast sections. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Aug. .26- Totalthis Totallast Total 

Commodity Sept. season to last 

Aug. 41 Sept. 1 senson 

5.088 127,517 
Eastern states 4.501 
Western states 
24,508 
Cauliflower 
Cucumbers 
Green peas 4,771 
Mixed deciduous fruit ... 3.208 
Mixed vegetables i 24,575 
26,5038 
2.406 
4,724 
Plums and prunes ........ 3.085 
String beans 6 7.250 
Tomatoes 23,542 


Weather Conditions 


While a few local showers were beneficial in widely sepa- 
rated areas, the widespread droughty conditions that have de- 
veloped over most agricultural sections east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains were unrelieved during the week ended September 3, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Weather Bureau. In the middle Atlantic 
area showers were helpful in a few places, but there is still a 
wide and urgent need of rain rather generally north of central 
Virginia. In the more southeastern districts rainfall continued 
and there was again too much moisture in few sections, but 
areas of the Southeast are still unfavorably dry. 
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In parts of the Lake region the drought is unusually severe, 
being the worst in some places in 35 years, but in the upper 
Ohio Valley and middle Appalachian Mountain sections soil con- 
ditions, because of recent showers, are more favorable than in ° 
other parts of the East. 

In the trans-Mississippi States droughty conditions were 
intensified by high temperature and much sunshine; they are 
widespread over practically the entire area between the Missis- 
sippi River and the Rocky Mountains, with some east-central 
sections reporting the most severe drought in 10 years. 

Showers were quite general over the Northwest at the close 
of the week, but were generally light and insufficient to relieve 
the drought up to September 3rd. In most Rocky Mountain sec- 
tions conditions continued generally favorable, especially in cen- 
tral and southern parts where summer rains have been more 
frequent than in many other sections of the country. 


Mixed Vegetable Vignettes on Individual Products 

Recent items in the Information Letter regarding the label- 
ing of mixed vegetables have brought inquiries from some can- 
ners who use on all their products a stock label bearing a vig- 
nette showing a number of vegetables. It is their custom to 
print the name of the individual product below the vignette. 

The Department of Agriculture feels that if the name of the 
individual product is clear and distinct and placed immediately 
below the vignette, this type of label is not open to the objections 
that have been made to the use on mixed vegetables of labels 
bearing vignettes showing some products that are not contained 
in the mixture. 

A letter from the Department of Agriculture, responding to 
an inquiry regarding this matter, contains the following state- 
ment: 

“If the finished label which you have in mind bears the name 
of the individual fruit in prominent type underneath the vig- 
nette, we are inclined to feel that in all probability no deception 
would result. Unless it should appear that such a practice re- 
sults in misleading the consumer, the Administration is not dis- 
posed to object to the use of a vignette picturing several fruits 
on a label where it is obvious to the purchaser from the complete 
labeling that the product is not ‘mixed fruits.’ ” 


Business Conditions 


The volume of money turnover during the week ended Aug- 
ust 1, as reflected by check payments, was lower than in the pre- 
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ceding week, but considerably higher than in the corresponding 
period of 1928, according to the weekly statement of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

The movement of commodities through primary channels, 
as indicated by freight-car loadings, was greater than any cor- 
responding week on record. 

The general index of wholesale prices showed little change 
from the previous week but was 3 per cent lower than in the 
same week of last year. 

Bank loans and discounts were considerably larger than a 
year ago, but showed very little change from the preceding week. 
Interest rates on both time and cal! money averaged higher than 
in either the previous week or the same period a year earlier. 


Business failures were less numerous than in either the pre- 
ceding week or the corresponding period of 1928. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous 
Week ended August 24 1,129,533 444,880 
Preceding week 487,260 
Corresponding week, 424,754 
Corresponding week, 1,100,341 416,798 


Wholesale Trade in July 

Sales at wholesale during July increased in general more 
than is usual at this season, according to reports to the Federal 
reserve system from firms in 8 lines of trade. Increased sales 
over the previous month were shown by wholesalers of groceries, 
dry goods, boots and shoes, and drugs, while sales of hardware 
and furniture were smaller. 

Changes in sales and stocks of wholesale grocers, by dis- 
tricts, are shown in the following table (decreases being indi- 
cated by a minus sign) : 


Sales: July, 1929, Stocks: July, 1929, 
compared with compared with 

June, 1920 July, 1928) June, 1929 July, 1928 

District Per cent Per cent Per cent 
6.3 
04 
0.5 
10 


Cleveland 
Richmond 
5.8 
12.6 
— 80 
—18.0 
— 0.6 
164 


Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dall 


r 
\- 
e 
e 
1 
e 
- Other 
322,006 
402,900 
898,675 
420,809 
0 
e 
y 
0 
e 
n 
United 
Boston 
New Yi 
Philadel 
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Farm Price Index 


The index of the general level of farm prices advanced from 
140 to 148 per cent of the pre-war level from July 15 to August 
15, according to the farm price index of the U. 8. Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. The increase is the result of higher 
farm prices of wheat, oats, rye, flaxseed, hay, potatoes, apples, 
hogs, beef cattle, veal calves, butter, chickens and eggs. Lower 
farm prices are reported, however, for corn, barley, cotton and 
cottonseed, sheep and lambs, butterfat, wool, and horses than in 
August, 1928. 


Alaska Salmon Pack 
The salmon pack in Alaska up to August 31, according to 
tentative statistics issued by the U. S. Fisheries Bureau, in co- 
operation with the Association of Pacific Fisheries, has been as 
follows: 


The pack by districts was: Western Alaska, 1,155,800 
cases; Central Alaska, 2,018,000 cases; Southwestern Alaska, 
2,027,000 cases. 


Fruit Fly Quarantine Amended 

The Secretary of Agriculture has amended the regulations 
issued under the Mediterranean fruit fly quarantine, authorizing 
the interstate movement, prior to October 1, of marketable citrus 
fruit produced within the eradication area and also authorizing 
that citrus fruit within this area may, in lieu of destruction, re- 
main on the trees to reach a marketable stage of ripeness, con- 
ditioned on the determination by the inspector of the absence of 
local risk of infestation. 


Pineapple Industry in Malaya Expands 
In 1928 approximately 35,000 acres of land in Johore, Ma- 
laya, were planted to pineapples, and further areas are being 
opened up, according to a report of the Johore Planters Associa- 
tion. The American trade commissioner in commenting on the 
report states that three new pineapple canning factories were 
in course of erection at the end of 1928. 


INFORMATION LETTER 1659 


Reports Available on Foreign Canned Food Markets 


Colombia.—Reports upon the Colombian market for Ameri- 
can canned fruits, vegetables and fish, submitted by the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Panama City, have been received by 
the Department of Commerce and are available for loan upon 
request to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. In 
announcing receipt of the reports, the Foodstuffs Division states 
that the Colombian demand for canned fruits and vegetables has 
been steadily increasing during the last six years, and that the 
United States has supplied between 85 and 90 per cent of the 
total canned food imports. Fish products imports total about 
$225,000, the most important single article being canned salmon. 
Norway and Spain are offering increasing competition in the 
sardine trade. 


Peru.—A report of the market for canned and powdered 
milk in Peru, which annually imports over 7,000,000 pounds, has 
been received by the Department of Commerce from the assist- 
ant commercial attache at Lima, and will be loaned to interested 
firms upon request. The United States furnishes about 90 per 
cent of the total imports of canned milk into that country. 


South Africa.—The South African market for fresh, dried, 
smoked and canned fish is described in detail in a report from 
the American consul at Cape Town, which will be loaned to in- 
terested American firms upon application to the Department of 
Commerce or any of its district or cooperative offices. 


Italian Olive, Cherry and Tomato Crops Better Than Expected 


During the first months of 1929 climatic conditions led to 
the general belief that the extraordinary cold had in a large 
measure damaged or even ruined much of the early crops of 
Liguria, and in fact in all of Italy. In particular, it was feared 
that the olives and cherries had suffered. It now appears, ac- 
cording to the American vice-consul at Genoa, in a report to the 
Department of Commerce, that these fears were largely without 
foundation. 

The olive crop was far above normal rather than below it, 
and this is equally true of the cherry crop. The tomato crop has 
available an exportable surplus greater than the normal market 
needs, although not so much greater as to have a very marked 
effect on wholesale prices. 


- 
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Uruguay Ships More Canned Beef 
Uruguay exports of canned beef to the United States dur- 
ing the second quarter of 1929 amounted to 11,676,415 pounds, 
valued at $1,294,789. This is an increase of about five and one- 
half million pounds over the corresponding period last year. 


The Purpose of Cooking 

In a booklet on “Nutrition and Dietetics,” Dr. E. P. Cath- 
cart, professor of physiological chemistry in the University 
of Glasgow, summarizes concisely the purposes of cooking. 
Canned foods being cooked foods, Dr. Cathcart's statements will 
be of interest to canners. He states that the purpose of cook- 
ing is: 

1. To render the unpalatable palatable and agreeable to 
the eye. 

2. To render mastication easier and to facilitate digestion. 


3. To destroy micro-organisms and certain noxious prod- 
ucts. 

“It is not merely that cooking in its various methods ren- 
ders the various food substances more open to the attack of the 
different digestive ferments. Although it is undoubtedly true 
that coagulated or cooked albumen is more rapidly digested than 
raw, that many of the vegetable materials have their essential 
food materials enclosed in firm cellulose walls, which are either 
broken down or rendered permeable by cooking, other changes 
take place which not only render the food more readily digestible, 
but more desirable. In other words, the food is rendered more 
appetising. Appetite and desire for food are frequently de- 
spised as being too closely akin to the sin of gluttony. But the 
fact is that appetite plays an important role in digestion, as it 
is one of the most effective stimuli for the secretion of saliva 
and gastric juice. And anything which contributes towards 
a —_ flow of the digestive juices is a powerful adjuvant in di- 
gestion.” 
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